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or avoiding menial familial duties, or of appropriating teaching and
reforming roles which the religious tradition reserved for men.
Bynum's study leaves the reader challenged. The Middle Ages, particularly
in contrast to our contemporary society, is often considered a paradigm of
religious devotion. How is one to ma ke sense of the type of spirituality
Bynum describes?
Bynum constructs much of her account from medieval sources considered
obscure. The text is appropriately accompanied by extensive reference notes.
The study is commendable and useful in calling attention to a fascinating
body of medieval literature that has largely been ignored. In addition to
using the written records that are the standard materials of the historian,
Bynum examines medieval visual art, perceptively describing the ways in
which such works reflect and embody the spirituality of the period.
Bynum's book is definitely not for a student audience but should prove
intriguing to a wide range of scholars. As well as appealing to those engaged
in women's studies, it can be profitably read by medievalists, by theologians
interested in asceticism, hagiography, or sacramental theology, and by
psychologists attracted to the varied phenomena of religious experience.
Janine Marie Idziak
Loras College

Graciela S. Dai ch man, Wayward Nuns in Medieval Literature, Syracuse U niversity Press, 1986.
In her revised doctoral thesis, Daichman argues that the wayward nun
in - medieval literature is a reflection of the women found in Western
European nunneries of the later Middle Ages. Daichman examines nuns cited
in episcopal reports for infractions of bishopric rules ranging from wearing
too much jewelry to becoming pregnant. The Church hierarchy considered
these nuns potentially dangerous because they might lead other nuns away
from the religious life.
In the historical tradition of Eileen Power's Medieval English Nunneries and
Derek Baker's Medieval Women, Daichman offers a closer look at the social
background and character of the women who became nuns in the later
Middle Ages. Yet, like the literary scholars John Steadman and Roger Walker,
Daichman also uses the historical perspective and the literature of this period
to examine miscreant nuns who were represented in medieval literature.
Historians will not find much new information in this work, but both
historians and literary scholars will benefit from the cross-disciplinary
approach. A lecturer in Spanish and English at Rice University, Daichman
studies the types of women who entered Western European nunneries
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during the late Middle Ages where they were forgotten by the world and
left to cope with their longings for the world they had known. Using wills
and visitation reports, Daichman provides historical background of women
who were placed, usually unwillingly, in the convent. For many women, the
choices were limited to either marriage or the nunnery (13). Since a large
proportion of the women in convents were unsuited for religious life, it is
understandable that they might easily stray from its restrictions (26).
Daichman surveys the image of wayward nuns in satire, ranging from
the morally indignant to the humorous (xiv). She is concerned with the
literary styles of the medieval chansons de nonne (65) and the fabliaux (102).
The chansons de nonne were light, frivolous songs and poems, while the fabliaux
often turned into ribald tales. Her analysis of Juan Ruiz's portrayal of
Dona Garoza in El libro de buen amor and Chaucer's portrayal of Eglentine
in The Canterbury Tales provides convincing support for Daichman's thesis
that these two characters are portrayals of actual nuns (160).
This book raises more questions than it answers. Did medieval nuns have
any socially acceptable outlets for their sexual desires? Are there additional
literary figures, perhaps less well known, who fit into this historical context?
All quotes are in their original language with an English translation that is
helpful for nonspecialists. Daichman accomplishes her purpose with an
elegant writing style and contributes to both disciplines of history and
literature.
Kay Rogers
Northern Arizona University

Richard Kieckhefer, Unquiet Souls: Fourteenth-Century Saints and Their R eligi,ous
Milieu, University of Chicago Press, 1987.
In the three years since the publication of the original clothbound
edition of this book, it has been widely reviewed and, while receiving
important criticism,justly praised. There seems little reason to repeat what
has already been said elsewhere: for well-thought-out reviews see especially
Catholic Historical Review 71 (1985): 646-48, and Speculum 61 (1986): 672-74.
Presumably the appearance of a paperback edition signals its use in college
courses, and the present review is intended to give some guidance to this
end supplementary to what has been said already by others. For description
of the book's contents, I refer the reader to the reviews mentioned.
The book's great merit, as far as the student is concerned, is that it
discusses much in fourteenth-century religion which has been viewed as
simply pathological or repugnant by a long line of impressionists from

